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SPIRITUAL MEMOIR WORSHIP SERVICE #3 

 Worship #3   Making Meaning - The Pattern of Our Lives                                                  

 
INVITATION TO GATHER  
 
ONE: In the beginning there is a Story 
TWO:  told around campfires in the desert  
ONE:  shared around tables when bread was broken. 
TWO:  written on pieces of soft leather  
ONE: then in pages bound together in a book.  
TWO: (Holding a Bible.) These are our sacred stories. 

 
Open and place Bible near the campfire. 

 
ONE:  Our spiritual journey is made of stories. 

TWO: a flickering of the Divine here 
ONE: a spark of hope there 
TWO:  a flame of insight 
ONE: a kindling of faith.  
TWO: These are our spiritual memoirs.  

 
Light a candle and place by the Bible. 
 
ONE: We celebrate God’s Presence  
ALL:  In the pattern of our lives. 
 
Lay down the four pieces of fabric: Towel, Baby blanket, burlap and silk scarf. 

 
SONG 
“Storymaking God” by Jan Berry 
 
In the stories that surprise us, 
when we find the words to tell, 
in the meaning that delight us, 
with their liberating spell; 
in the dawn of hope awaking, 
in the wisdom that we find, 
God-with-us in storymaking, 
speak the words that free our mind.  
 
PRAYER  

Quiltmaker God, with wise and holy patience  

you caress delicate threads,  

remembering every story, each detail,  

as you hum new patterns.  

The rhythm of your love braids together  

patches, pieces, tints and textures,  

PREPARATION 

This is a basic outline. Adapt as you need 
for your setting or tradition.  
 
You will need four items to lay down 
during the Invitation to Gather: Towel, 
Baby blanket, burlap and silk scarf. Moses 
will later pick them up. 
 
You will also need small pieces of fabric 
(2” square) for each one to take home. 

 

 

 

THE SONG: Storymaking God  

This song is suggested for use in the four 
Worship Services prepared for this series. 
This is the first verse. It is sung to the 
familiar tune: Abbot’s Leigh. 

 
You can buy a PDF download from the 
Iona Community for a very reasonable 
price. It includes several other 
prayers/resources. See - 
https://www.ionabooks.com/daily-life-
pl10148.html 

 
It is also found in Bare Feet and 
Buttercups by Ruth Burgess, p.233 
 
 

PRAYER CREDIT 

Keri Wehlander, Circles of Grace, United 

Church Publishing House, 1998 
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scattered odds and separate ends,  

weaving and spinning and shaping them into a dappled unity.  

Resting for a moment, you contemplate this creation,  

aware of each tear, every stable seam,  

the intricacies of the whole.  

Gently, you gather us up,  

this crazy quilt that we are,  

and you call us good once more. Amen.              
 
THEME CONVERSATION  
Here are some choices for introducing the theme of being grateful for special blankets 
that bring us joy and comfort.  
 
1) You might want to share a story of a special “blanket” you had  

as a child.  
2) You might bring in a favourite blanket you have now and tell the 

story why it is special. 
3) You could also find a picture of Linus and his blanket or show a 

video clip. Linus carries his blanket around wherever he goes. It 
brings him joy and comfort.  

4) You might know a child who would be willing to bring their blanket 
and share what makes their blanket special and how it helps them 
when they are afraid, or lonely, or sick.  

5) You might know someone who makes blankets for hospitals or 
prayer shawls and ask them talk about how they bring comfort to 
people who are sick.  

 
Echo Prayer:  
Thank you for special blankets. 
We hug them at night.  
We watch TV with them. 
We play with them.  
They are our friend.  
You are too, Jesus,  
a friend like a blanket.  Amen. 
 

INTRODUCING THE SCRIPTURE READING 
Our story this morning from Exodus is the story of the birth of Moses - 
the beginning of the well-known story of the Hebrew's struggle for 
freedom from slavery in Egypt.  In today's reading we hear how God 
works through the actions and choices of five seemingly powerless and 
unknown women, to create life and hope in the midst of despair and 
death. We celebrate God’s presence in the pattern of Moses life. 

 

SCRIPTURE 

Exodus 1: 8-10; 15-17, 22   

 

 

 

 

 

 

THEME CONVERSATION  

The theme conversation breaks open the 
scripture for the service. We recommend 
using it with all ages, whether children are 
present or not.  
 
Linus video clips: 
Linus in Withdrawal 
https://youtu.be/E7ID_E-SYbQ 
 
Happiness is a warm blanket: 
https://youtu.be/tYIzYR_a0IE 

 
An instrumental of Linus and his blanket 
https://youtu.be/CZGsxfDTykA 
 
Linus begs Snoopy to help find his blanket. 
https://youtu.be/5ZRzD-kV_mM 
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REFLECTION: Moses Spiritual Memoir 

(See script at end.) 

 

REFLECTION: Our Spiritual Memoir 

Choose one of the three suggested ways to engage in storytelling. 

 

1) Conversation circles with prompt questions. (See sidebar for storytelling 

prompts)  

2) The worship leader might prepare a brief message using one of the 

storytelling prompts.  

3) Read or Play Linnea Good’s song, “Apron.” The song, including 

words are found on her CD, The Greatest of These: The Best of Good, 

Volume 1.  (Or Download and purchase mp3 of song CD Baby, here is 

the link: https://store.cdbaby.com/Search/bGlubmVhIGdvb2Q%3d/0 

SONG  
(See note on prayer) 
Dear Weaver of Our Lives’ Design, Voices United #623   

PRAYER 

We bring our attention to our heart, our deepest self,   
the home of our soul where your Presence dwells within us,  
and there are prayers praying in us, 
even before we give them word or expression.  
We acknowledge with gratitude, all those times   
where we have experienced goodness and mercy,  
where we have seen a weaving of beauty and grace   
in the tangle of our days. (pause) 
In the tangle of our days  
we make our silent prayers of thanksgiving. (silent prayer #1) 
 
As we draw ever deeper into your heart, 
and come to know that always  
we are swimming in mercy and compassion,  
We pray for a share of your love in how we love, 
and your compassion made visible in how we act.   
We make our silent prayers for our community of faith,  
our families and in our world. Where there is pain and heartache,  
suffering and sorrow, mend all ragged edges with your grace.  
(silent prayer #2) 
 
We rise to leave, our prayers released.  
And now we trust the Spirit of the Holy,  
to set our spirits free.  
to set all spirits free. Amen 
 
 
 
 

MOSES SPIRITUAL MEMOIR 

See script at the end. You will need a 
narrator who is hidden from sight and a 
person to play the non-speaking role of 
Moses.  

 

STORYTELLING PROMPTS 

Invite congregation to turn to 2-3 people around 
them. Choose one of these prompts (printed in the 
bulletin or projected) to share in your small 
conversation circle. 
 
Recall a memory that you cherish. What 
role does it play in your journey with 
God? 
 
“The two moments I’ll never forget in my 
life are …”  What makes them so 
unforgettable? 

 
Name 1-2 people who were important in 
the formation of your spiritual journey. 
How did their particular spirituality affect 
you? 

 

 

PRAYER 

You may choose to weave the song with 
the prayer. Begin with verse 1. After the 
silent prayer #1, sing verse 2. After silent 
prayer #2, sing verse 3.  
 
If the song isn’t familiar to sing, a second 
voice could read the verses. If used with 
the prayer.  
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OFFERING  
Offering Song 

Spirit open my heart  
To the joy and pain of living  
As you love may I love  
In receiving and in giving  
Spirit, open my heart 

Write your love upon my heart  
as my law, my goal, my story.  
In each thought, word, and deed,  
may my living bring you glory. 

SONG:  
We Shall Go Out with Hope of Resurrection,  Voices United #586 
 

During the song a small fabric piece is given to everyone to take home. 
 
A BLESSING FOR MAKING MEANING 
May we be blessed with the Spirit of Christ 
who lives in us and in our lives. 
May we be weavers of stories for generations to come. 
May we be makers of justice and creators of peace. 
May we meet Wisdom in all her different colours and textures 
inspiring our witness and strengthening our work.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 

SCRIPT FOR MOSES SPIRITUAL MEMOIR 

Moses with his staff, is sitting on a hillside. As his story begins, he has binoculars 

and is looking out over the congregation, the promised land.  The narrator is unseen, 

perhaps reading from a balcony or at the back of the congregation.  

 

NARRATOR: 

Ah, what a climb for these old bones. What a journey. 

But it’s worth it.  

Just to see the land.  

Beautiful….  It’s beautiful.  

 

I’ll just rest here a while. (pause) 

 

(After a moment, Moses puts down the binoculars then rises, goes to where the towel 

was laid. He bends and picks up the towel. He goes back to his resting place and 

cradles the towel like a baby throughout this segment.) 

OFFERING  

We suggest using the second verse and 
refrain of “Spirit, Open My Heart” as the 
Offering song for the series.  It is found at 
#79 in More Voices. 
 
Alternatively, “We Give You But Your 
Own” #542 Voices United. 
 
 

 

 

 

ALTERNATE SONG 

Great is Thy Faithfulness, Voices United 
#288 
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Such a long time we were slaves.  
Day in, day out 
work, then sleep, then work some more.  
It was never enough.  
More happened than just sleep, I guess … 
with all the Hebrew kids running around!  
That was Pharoah’s nightmare.  
 
It was never announced, but word spread quickly enough – 
The midwives were told to kill Hebrew babies as soon  
as they were born. (pause) 
Imagine.  
 
Let the name of two midwives be known!  
Shiphrah and Puah. 
Their faithfulness to God was greater than their fear of the Pharaoh.   
What a risk they took.  
I’m here today because of their courage  
because of their quiet resistance. 
They let the new-born babies live,  
I’m here today to tell the tale.  
 
(Moses sets aside the towel with wonder, then stands and goes to where the baby 
blanket was laid. He bends and brings it back and holds it to his face.) 
 
My dear mother, 
Her name is Jocabed,  
Glory. Glory of God.  
She was brave.  
Just before I was born, Pharoah ruled that all Hebrew male infants  
were to be drowned in the river Nile. 
For three months, she hid me from the soldiers, 
I don’t know how. (pause) 
 
But the story of her cleverness I heard many times  
how she crafted a little basket, 
my own little ark, 
daubed it with slime and pitch  
and put it in the reeds of the river.  
 
(Moses sets aside the towel with reverence, then stands and goes to where the burlap 
was laid. He bends and brings it back and rubs his hand over it as he holds it on  
his lap.) 
 
Oh Miriam, what adventures we’ve had over the years!  
I love you, my sister, my watcher.  
You were always bold; never shall your story be forgotten! 
You watched the Princess come to bathe, 
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She had her favourite spot.   
You picked the moment,  
then slid my basket into the river  
and hid yourself among the reeds. 
 
(Moses sets aside the burlap with a smile, then stands and goes to where the silk  
scarf was laid. He bends and brings it back and drapes it over his arm, admiring it. 
 
That Egyptian Princess was none other than the Pharaoh’s daughter.  
 
She sees me there, floating in my little basket.  
And what a risk she took.  
There was no doubt I was a Hebrew baby,  
yet she drew me from the water,  
held me to her breast,  
And then and there, defied her father’s policy of death. (pause) 
 
And that’s when bold little Miriam ran from her hiding place  
and offered a Hebrew nurse to help with the baby, 
our own dear mother. (laughs) 
 
(Moses bends and slowly picks up all four pieces of fabric and holds them with 
wonder and respect.) 
 
That’s just the beginning,  
the first few pieces of the story. 
The colours and textures of it all,   
Oh Yahweh, breathing life,  
You live in us and are known in 
the fabric of our life.  

 
This worship service is the third in a series 
of four that explores spiritual memoir 
stories in the Bible and invites us to listen 
to our lives and reflect on the meaning of 
our ordinary stories, discovering the Holy 
in our lives.  
 
The worship series is part of the Spiritual 
Memoir Project hosted on the Prayer 
Bench website. The project is a 
partnership between Visions United 
Church in Moncton, New Brunswick and 
the Prayer Bench.  
 
The Spiritual Memoir worship series is 
developed and written by Shawn Redden, 
minister with Visions United Church and 
Janice MacLean, Host of the Prayer 
Bench.  
 
We are grateful for the generosity of The 
United Church of Canada through a Seeds 
of Hope Grant and the Maritime 
Conference Bequest Fund for their 
financial support of the Project. 
 

COPYRIGHT  

This resource is offered for 
congregational/group use. Content may 
be shared in print: in a church bulletin, 
newsletter, on a meeting agenda, a 
handout for a group or retreat, or 
projected, with this acknowledgment:   
 
Used with Permission: Spiritual Memoir 
Worship Series, 2018.  The Prayer Bench at 
www.prayerbench.ca 
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