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By Janice MacLean  
 
“When God is a Child” I like that carol. I think there is a Divine Child in our core self. The 
mystics have expressed this in different ways. Thomas Merton calls it the “Point Vierge” and 
saw it as a point or spark within that belongs entirely to God. “It is the pure glory of God in us.” 
(Thomas Merton, Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander, p. 158) 

This core self, some call it the true self, is deep in our being. It is an echo of the place we come 
from, life’s source. It beckons us toward a return to wholeness, to waking up, to healing, to 
beauty, to truth, and Joy.  

When there is this folding together of the inside and outside, we taste wholeness, oneness, the 
kingdom of God, the Living Mystery. This is Inner Awakening. 

Jesus says, 
A person of advanced age  
must go immediately and ask  
an infant born just seven days  
about life’s source.  
Such asking leads to life  
when what is first becomes last.  
United they become a single whole. (Logion 4, Lynn Bauman, In Trouble & in Wonder.) 

One of the great themes of the Gospel of Thomas is this call to unity or becoming a single whole.  

The person of advanced years and the child of seven days are part of a circle of life and each one 
completes the other as a single whole. We are not called simply to return to childhood or to a 
state of simple naiveté. We are not called to be a child. We are called to be fully alive. Awake. 
And the human being fully awake is one who returns to life’s source in a new, ancient state.  

I wonder if it is the pure joy of the children who are so in the moment and brimming with 
anticipation that can help remind us. I think that is what Thomas is getting at in this saying and 
what Mark and Luke are getting at when they speak of Jesus and the children. (See Mark 10:13-
16 and Luke 10:21.) We don’t become a child. We became more our whole selves. We wake up 
to wholeness.   

Perhaps it is this desire for wholeness that draws us to Christmas every year. Each year we come 
with fresh hope and bold expectation that there is something in this story we desire, something 
that touches a divine naiveté deep inside us.  

If we find ourselves saying that “Christmas is for children” let us be clear, we are included. This 
is for us.There is something about the Divine Infant that awakens our own child within, and 



reminds us of our original state of oneness. Advent is the journey home through the years of  
a lifetime.  

We come to Christmas, again and again, and we are reminded of the Child who makes us more 
of ourselves. We need Christmas to stir our longing for wholeness and our desire to be more 
fully awake. 

Those moments of oneness, those times when the outside of us folds inward upon the ancient Joy 
(or Peace or Hope or Love) are gift. They are grace. Yet, there are practices of wonder, 
awareness, thanksgiving and play that help us get ready.  

 
 


